
 

St. Peter 

-By Thomas Schweitzer 

 

As it͛s ďeeŶ ŵeŶtioŶed ǁith ŵaŶǇ oĐĐasioŶs, the Judeo-Christian characters/archetypes mentioned 

in the Bible and worshipped by Xians and Jews, are neither historical figures nor originally Judeo-

ChƌistiaŶ. IŶ the pƌeseŶt aƌtiĐle the aƌĐhetǇpe of ͞“t. Peteƌ,͟ ǁho iŶ the Biďle appeaƌs as oŶe of 
͞Jeǁsus͛ apostles,͟ ǁill ďe aŶalǇsed. 

The similarity between St. Peter and Hermes/Mercury/Thoth, Mithra and Janus is very blatant. For 

iŶstaŶĐe, Peteƌ is Đalled ͞the ƌoĐk͟ aŶd has ďeeŶ Đlaiŵed to ďe the ͞ĐoƌŶeƌstoŶe͟ of the Xian Church. 

Mithra was thought to have been "rock-born." The Greek God Hermes (the Romans called him 

Mercury and he was known by the Egyptians as Thoth), was the one holding the keys to the 

uŶdeƌǁoƌld, ŵakiŶg hiŵ the ͞keǇholdeƌ͟ aŶd the ͞gatekeepeƌ.͟ This aspeĐt is siŵilaƌlǇ shaƌed ďǇ 
JaŶus, ǁho is the ͞keǇholdeƌ͟ of heaǀeŶ. The Jeǁs did Ŷot ŵiss this aspeĐt eitheƌ ǁheŶ iŶǀeŶtiŶg the 
archetype of Peter – known as the gatekeeper of heaven in the Bible 

Matthew 16:18-19 

18) And I tell you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it. 

19) I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 

ďouŶd iŶ heaǀeŶ, aŶd ǁhateǀeƌ Ǉou loose oŶ eaƌth ǁill ďe loosed iŶ heaǀeŶ.͟ 

Matthew 16:23 

ϮϯͿ Jesus tuƌŶed aŶd said to Peteƌ, ͞Get ďehiŶd ŵe, “ataŶ! You aƌe a stuŵďliŶg ďloĐk to 
ŵe…͟ 

Luke 22:34 

ϯϰͿ Jesus aŶsǁeƌed, ͞I tell Ǉou, Peteƌ, ďefoƌe the ƌoosteƌ Đƌoǁs todaǇ, Ǉou ǁill deŶǇ thƌee 
tiŵes that Ǉou kŶoǁ ŵe.͟ 

John 18:27 

27) Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 

 

͞Jesus is ŵade to giǀe the keǇs of the kiŶgdoŵ to Peteƌ, Ǉet he theŶ tuƌŶs aƌouŶd aŶd Đalls Peteƌ 
͚“ataŶ,͛ iƌoŶiĐallǇ iŵplǇiŶg that his ĐhuƌĐh is to ďe ďuilt upoŶ the ͚ƌoĐk of “ataŶ.͛ Peteƌ ǁas thus the 

͚gatekeepeƌ͛ of heaǀeŶ, likeǁise a ƌole ǁithiŶ the ŵǇthos. As ‘oďeƌtsoŶ ƌelates: ͚…theƌe is to ďe 



noted the remarkable coincidence that in the Egyptian Book of the Dead, Petra is the name of the 

diǀiŶe dooƌkeepeƌ of heaǀeŶ…͛ 

 

͚Peteƌ͛ is Ŷot oŶlǇ ͚the ƌoĐk͛ ďut also ͚the ĐoĐk,͛ oƌ peŶis, as the ǁoƌd is used as slaŶg to this daǇ. As 
Walkeƌ saǇs, ͚The ĐoĐk ǁas also a sǇŵďol of “aiŶt Peteƌ, ǁhose Ŷaŵe also ŵeaŶt a phallus oƌ ŵale 
pƌiŶĐiple ;pateƌͿ aŶd a phalliĐ pillaƌ ;petƌaͿ. Theƌefoƌe, the ĐoĐk͛s iŵage was placed atop church 

toǁeƌs.͛͟ [ϭ, p. ϭϲϴ] 

 

͞The ĐoĐk ǁas aŶotheƌ toteŵiĐ ͚peteƌ͛ soŵetiŵes ǀieǁed as the god͛s alteƌ ego. VatiĐaŶ authoƌities 
pƌeseƌǀed a ďƌoŶze iŵage of a ĐoĐk ǁith aŶ oǀeƌsize peŶis oŶ a ŵaŶ͛s ďodǇ, the pedestal iŶsĐƌiďed 
͚The “aǀioƌ of the Woƌld.͛ The ĐoĐk ǁas also a solaƌ sǇŵďol.͟ [Ϯ, p. ϳϵ] 

 

 

 

 

͞OŶ this stoŶe, ǁhiĐh ǁas the eŵďleŵ of the ŵale geŶeƌatiǀe pƌiŶĐiple, the LiŶga, Jesus fouŶded his 
church. This sacred stone is found throughout all the world. In India at every temple. The Jews had it 

in the stone of Jacob, which he anointed with oil. The Greeks, at Delphi, like Jacob, anointed it with 

oil. The ďlaĐk stoŶe ǁas iŶ the Caaďa, at MeĐĐa, loŶg ďefoƌe the tiŵe of Mohaŵŵed… Mƌ. BƌǇaŶt 
saǇs, ͚WheŶ the ǁoƌship of the suŶ ǁas alŵost uŶiǀeƌsal, this ǁas oŶe Ŷaŵe of that deitǇ, eǀeŶ 
among the Greeks. TheǇ Đalled hiŵ Petoƌ, aŶd Petƌos, aŶd his teŵple ǁas stǇled Petƌa.͛ Wheƌe the 
teŵples had this Ŷaŵe… theƌe ǁas geŶeƌallǇ a saĐƌed stoŶe ǁhiĐh ǁas supposed to haǀe desĐeŶded 



fƌoŵ heaǀeŶ. Mƌ. BƌǇaŶt oďseƌǀes, ͚Patoƌ oƌ Petoƌ, ǁas aŶ EgǇptiaŶ ǁoƌd; aŶd Moses, speaking of 

Joseph aŶd the dƌeaŵs of Phaƌaoh, ŵoƌe thaŶ oŶĐe ŵakes use of it…͛͟ [ϯ, p. ϲϰϱ] 

 

Foƌ those ǁho doŶ͛t kŶoǁ ǁhat a LiŶgaŵ is, heƌe͛s a shoƌt eǆplaŶatioŶ. It͛s a diǀiŶe sǇŵďol foƌŵed 
fƌoŵ tǁo paƌts: a ďottoŵ paƌt, ǁhiĐh is also Đalled ͞the ƌeĐeptaĐle͟ aŶd has the shape of a YoŶi, 
representing the female sexual organ; and a top part which is shaped like a phallus/penis, 

ƌepƌeseŶtiŶg the ŵale seǆual oƌgaŶ. This is the ͞stoŶe͟ ŵeŶtioŶed iŶ aŶĐieŶt ƌeligioŶs; this is the 
ƌeasoŶ ǁhǇ ͞the stoŶe͟ had ďoth the ŵeaŶiŶg of ͞ĐoƌŶeƌstoŶe͟ ;feŵale pƌiŶĐiple, YoŶiͿ aŶd of 
͞ƌoosteƌ͟ oƌ ͞peŶis͟ ;ŵale pƌiŶĐipleͿ. Beloǁ theƌe aƌe a feǁ iŵages of LiŶgaŵ͛s: 

 

 

͞While disĐussiŶg his ďetƌaǇal, Chƌist Đlaiŵs that Peteƌ, his ͚ƌoĐk,͛ ǁill deŶǇ hiŵ thƌee tiŵes ďefoƌe 
the ĐoĐk Đƌoǁs. This eleŵeŶt is fouŶd iŶ otheƌ ŵǇths aŶd eaƌlieƌ tƌaditioŶs… ͚“t. Peteƌ,͛ despite his 
denial, is considered the gatekeeper of heaven. This story is not historical but astronomical in origin, 

with Peter and the cock being one and representing the announcement of the morning sun, whom 

Peteƌ ͚the gatekeepeƌ/ĐoĐk͛ fiŶallǇ alloǁs to pass afteƌ deŶǇiŶg hiŵ… As the ĐoĐk ǁho aŶŶouŶĐes the 
risen savior, Peter is associated with the sign of Aries, when the sun overcomes the night and starts 

its jouƌŶeǇ to fullŶess.͟ [ϭ, pp. ϮϬϭ-202] (Fullness achieved at the Summer Solstice when suŶ͛s poǁeƌ 
is at its peak.) 

 

͞It is said iŶ the )ohaƌ that a ĐoĐk ĐƌoǁiŶg thƌee tiŵes is aŶ oŵeŶ of death… The Gospel stoƌǇ of 
Peteƌ͛s deŶial of Chƌist, thƌee tiŵes ďefoƌe ĐoĐkĐƌoǁ, ǁas ƌelated to oldeƌ legeŶds assoĐiatiŶg the 
cockcrow with the death and ƌesuƌƌeĐtioŶ of the solaƌ “aǀioƌ… The ƌesuƌƌeĐted god ĐouldŶ't eŶteƌ 
iŶto his kiŶgdoŵ uŶtil daǁŶ. The aŶgel of aŶŶuŶĐiatioŶ appeaƌed as a ĐoĐk, ͚to aŶŶouŶĐe the ĐoŵiŶg 
of the “uŶ,͛ as PausaŶias said. At ĐoĐkĐƌoǁ, the “aǀioƌ aƌose as Light of the Woƌld to disperse the 

demons of night. But if he tried to enter into his kingdom earlier, disrupting the cycles of night and 

day, the Gatekeeper would deny him. The ritualistic denial took place also in the fertility cults of 

Canaan, where the dying god Mot was denied by a priest representing the Heavenly Father. [2, pp. 

79, 397] 



 

The snapshot where the heavenly father abandons the dying god appears similarly in the bible where 

the protagonist is Jesus at the time of his death: 

Matthew 27:46 

46) About three in the afteƌŶooŶ Jesus Đƌied out iŶ a loud ǀoiĐe, ͞Eli, Eli, leŵa 
saďaĐhthaŶi?͟ ;WhiĐh ŵeaŶs ͞MǇ God, ŵǇ God, ǁhǇ haǀe Ǉou foƌsakeŶ ŵe?͟Ϳ. 

 

____ 

 

Similarities between Mithra and St. Peter 

 

Mithra is a very popular Persian God, not only in Persia and the Middle East, but also in the Roman 

Empire; during the Roman occupation he was adorned in Dacia as well: 

͞…duƌiŶg the ‘oŵaŶ Eƌa, oŶe of the gods ŵost ǁoƌshipped iŶ the DaĐiaŶ pƌoǀiŶĐe, Mithƌa, ǁas also 
called petrogenitus (rock-ďoƌŶͿ.͟ [ϰ, p. ϲϳϲ] 

Below there are two images of Mithra, being born from the rock: 



 

 

 

PaǇ atteŶtioŶ to ǁhat the CatholiĐ EŶĐǇĐlopaedia saǇs aďout Mithƌaisŵ; it͛s iŶteƌestiŶg to Ŷote also 
hoǁ the folloǁeƌs of Mithƌa Đalled eaĐh otheƌ ďƌotheƌs ;loŶg ďefoƌe the XiaŶ eƌaͿ: ͞The fatheƌs 
conducted the worship. The chief of the fathers, a sort of pope, who always lived at Rome, was called 

͚Pateƌ Patƌuŵ͛ oƌ ͚Pateƌ Patƌatus.͛ The ŵeŵďeƌs ďeloǁ the degƌee of pateƌ Đalled oŶe aŶotheƌ 
͚ďƌotheƌ,͛ aŶd soĐial distiŶĐtioŶs ǁeƌe foƌgotteŶ iŶ MithƌaiĐ uŶitǇ.͟ [ϱ, p. WO‘“HIP] 

 

͞The ͚apostle͛ Peteƌ ;͚ƌoĐk͛Ϳ is assoĐiated ǁith Jesus ;͚salǀatioŶ͛Ϳ loŶg ďefoƌe the ChƌistiaŶ eƌa, iŶ Old 
TestaŵeŶt sĐƌiptuƌes that addƌess eitheƌ the diǀiŶe ͚‘oĐk of “alǀatioŶ͛ oƌ God as ďoth ͚ŵǇ ƌoĐk͛ aŶd 
͚ŵǇ salǀatioŶ,͛ suĐh as at Deut. ϯϮ: ϭϱ; Ϯ “aŵ. ϮϮ:ϯ, ϮϮ:ϳ; Psa. ϭϴ:ϮϮ, ϭϴ:ϰϲ, ϲϮ:2, 62:6, 62:7, 89:26, 

ϵϱ: ϭ; aŶd Isaiah ϭϳ:ϭϬ. HeŶĐe, the apostle Peteƌ… is the old ͚ƌoĐk͛ ;petƌaͿ… espeĐiallǇ pƌeǀaleŶt iŶ 
Mithƌaisŵ. Petƌa is also the ͚dooƌkeepeƌ͛ to heaǀeŶ aŶd to the ŵǇsteƌies iŶ the EgǇptiaŶ ŵǇthos. 

 

According to Pausanias, the inhabitaŶts of OƌĐhoŵeŶos iŶ GƌeeĐe ǁoƌshipped ͚Petƌas,͛ oƌ ƌoĐks, 
͚ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe supposed to haǀe falleŶ fƌoŵ heaǀeŶ.͛ ‘egaƌdiŶg this sĐeŶaƌio, ChƌistiaŶ sĐholaƌ BƌǇaŶt 
ĐoŵŵeŶts that ͚eǀeƌǇ oƌaĐulaƌ teŵple͛ possessed ͚soŵe legeŶd aďout a stoŶe… soŵe ƌefeƌeŶĐe to 



the ǁoƌd Petƌa.' He fuƌtheƌ ƌeŵaƌks that ͚ǁheŶ the ǁoƌship of the “uŶ ǁas alŵost uŶiǀeƌsal,͛ Petoƌ 
oƌ Petƌos ǁas ͚oŶe Ŷaŵe of that DeitǇ eǀeŶ aŵoŶg the Gƌeeks.͛͟ [ϲ, p. ϰϳϬ] 

 

͞Mithƌa ǁas soŵetiŵes teƌŵed the god out of the ƌoĐk, aŶd seƌǀiĐes ǁeƌe ĐoŶduĐted in caves. Jesus' 

oƌigiŶ iŶ a Đaǀe is a Đleaƌ iŶstaŶĐe of the takiŶg oǀeƌ of a MithƌaiĐ idea. Paul saǇs, ͚TheǇ dƌaŶk fƌoŵ 
that spiƌitual ƌoĐk aŶd that ƌoĐk ǁas Chƌist͛ ;I Coƌ. ϭϬ:ϰͿ. These aƌe ideŶtiĐal ǁoƌds to those fouŶd iŶ 
the Mithraic scriptures, except that the name Mithra is used instead of Christ. The Vatican hill in 

Rome that is regarded as sacred to Peter, the Christian rock, was already sacred to Mithra. Many 

MithƌaiĐ ƌeŵaiŶs haǀe ďeeŶ fouŶd theƌe.͟ [ϳ, p. ϮϬϯ] 

 

The title ͞the good shepheƌd͟ is likeǁise Ŷot XiaŶ. OƌigiŶallǇ this ǁas a title of Mithƌa: 

͞Fuƌtheƌ ĐoƌƌelatioŶs ďetǁeeŶ Mithƌaisŵ aŶd ChƌistiaŶitǇ ĐaŶ ďe fouŶd iŶ the ChƌistiaŶ ĐataĐoŵďs, 
ǁheƌe theƌe aƌe Ŷuŵeƌous iŵages of Chƌist as the ͚Good “hepheƌd,͛ also a title of Apollo, who in his 

solaƌ aspeĐt, aŶd as the ͚patƌoŶ of the ƌoĐks,͛ is ideŶtified ǁith Mithƌa. IŶdeed, ͚Petƌa, the saĐƌed ƌoĐk 
of Mithƌaisŵ, ďeĐaŵe Peteƌ, the fouŶdatioŶ of the ChƌistiaŶ ChuƌĐh.͛ AŶotheƌ ƌeŵŶaŶt of ŵilitaŶt 
Mithraism within ChƌistiaŶitǇ ĐaŶ ďe fouŶd iŶ the phƌases ͚soldieƌs of Chƌist͛ aŶd ͚puttiŶg oŶ the 
aƌŵoƌ of Chƌist.͛͟ [ϲ, p. ϭϯϭ] 

 

Ephesians 6:11 

ϭϭͿ Put oŶ the full aƌŵouƌ of God, so that Ǉou ĐaŶ take Ǉouƌ staŶd agaiŶst the deǀil͛s sĐheŵes. 

 

Ephesians 6:13 

13) Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 

staŶd Ǉouƌ gƌouŶd… 

____ 

 

The double headed god Janus and Peter 

 

͞The douďle-faced Roman god Janus, the genius of the month of January, was likewise the sun, 

identified with Apollo, the suŶ god, aŶd DiaŶa, the ŵooŶ goddess… PlaĐed aďoǀe dooƌǁaǇs aŶd 
depiĐted holdiŶg a keǇ, JaŶus ǁas the ͚dooƌkeepeƌ of heaǀeŶ aŶd hell͛… As has ďeeŶ eǀiŶĐed ďǇ a 
number of scholars, Janus Pater, the keyholder and gatekeeper, is the prototype of St. Peter. [6, p. 

139] 

 



 

 

 

Matthew 16:18-19 

19) I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 

ďouŶd iŶ heaǀeŶ, aŶd ǁhateǀeƌ Ǉou loose oŶ eaƌth ǁill ďe loosed iŶ heaǀeŶ.͟ 

 

The second part of the veƌse aďoǀe ĐaŶ ďe suŵŵaƌized to ͞as aďoǀe so ďeloǁ͟ – a concept fully 

eǆpƌessed ďǇ JaŶus͛ tǁo heads. AŶd theƌe͛s Ŷo ĐoiŶĐideŶĐe this ĐoŶĐept ǁas attƌiďuted to Ŷo otheƌ 
apostle but Peter, since it was inherent to Janus, one of the prototypes of Peter: 

 

͞The opeŶiŶg ŵoŶth of the Ǉeaƌ ;JaŶuaƌǇ, fƌoŵ jaŶua, "gate"Ϳ ǁas saĐƌed to hiŵ, as ǁas the fiƌst daǇ 
of eaĐh ŵoŶth… As ǁaƌdeŶ of gates, ǁhiĐh he opeŶed aŶd Đlosed, he ǁas depiĐted ǁith a 
dooƌkeepeƌ͛s keǇs aŶd staff. His tǁo faĐes ŵeaŶt that he ǁatĐhed eŶtƌances as well as exits, and saw 

into the internal as well as the external world, left and right, above and below, before and after, for 

and against. His shrines were archways, such as gateways or arcades at crossing places. 

 



On Roman monuments, Janus is shown crowned as in the cartouche of Luchon, with the sceptre in 

the right hand, because he is king; he holds in the other hand a key which opens and closes the 

epochs; this is why, by extension of this idea, the Romans consecrated to him the doorways of 

houses and the gates to cities. 

 

Turning to their initiatory symbolism, Janus as the god of initiation has two keys, gold and silver, that 

represent the greater mysteries and the lesser mysteries, and the celestial and terrestrial paradises, 

ƌespeĐtiǀelǇ.͟ [ϴ] 

 

͞It is Đleaƌ fƌoŵ his ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐs that Peteƌ is stǇled afteƌ the ‘oŵaŶ god JaŶus, as has ďeeŶ Ŷoted 
and demonstrated elsewhere. Petra was thus a popular god epithet at Rome, which is why Peter is a 

Roman representative; in other words, Peter was invented to incorporate that major faction of the 

ďƌotheƌhood.͟ [ϲ, p. ϰϳϬ] 

 

AŶd… suƌpƌise, suƌpƌise: the ĐoĐk/ƌoosteƌ is fouŶd aŵoŶgst JaŶus' saĐƌed aŶiŵals. You ĐaŶ see this iŶ 
the image above as well. 

 

͞OŶe of the ŵost stƌikiŶg epithets of the god JaŶus ǁas Matutinus – that is, of or pertaining to the 

morning, as he was believed to preside over all beginnings, entrances, gates, and commencements; 

not merely over the beginning of the year, but over the beginning or dawn of every day: and hence, 

the cock, whose crowing announces the first appearance of the day, was peculiarly accompanying 

emblem of the god Janus; and bears precisely the same part in the gospel allegory, in crowing Peter 

into repentance, as he bears in the analogy of nature, when his shrill voice proclaims the breaking-in 

of evangelical light upon the dark conscience of the sun-abjuring apostle; and the evidence of his 

ƌepeŶtaŶĐe desĐeŶds upoŶ the ǁoƌld, iŶ the deǁǇ teaƌs of the ŵoƌŶiŶg.͟ [ϵ, p. ϭϱϯ] 

 

Hermes/Mercury and Peter 

 

From the next quote it is clear that Mercury was associated with the Sun, just like Mithra was 

associated with Apollo (the Sun), and just like St. Peter was later associated with Jesus: 

 

͞The soŶ of )eus aŶd Maia, the daughteƌ of the TitaŶ Atlas, Heƌŵes ǁas also the ďƌotheƌ of 
Apollo. Hermes is equivalent in the Egyptian pantheon to Thoth, who, as we have seen, is 

ideŶtified ǁith Apollo… Heƌŵes is also the plaŶet MeƌĐuƌǇ, ǁhiĐh ǁas ĐoŶsideƌed ďǇ its 
proximity to the sun, its small size and its short year to be the closest and speediest 

ĐoŵpaŶioŶ of the suŶ; iŶ faĐt, Heƌŵes ǁas eƋuated ǁith the suŶ, as ͚his͛ pƌoǆǇ. Like the 



old EgǇptiaŶ god “hu, Thoth/Heƌŵes/ MeƌĐuƌǇ, the ͚ŵesseŶgeƌ of the gods,͛ is the DiǀiŶe 
Woƌd ďǇ ǁhiĐh the uŶiǀeƌse is Đƌeated.͟ [6, p. ϭϭϰ] 

 

In the introduction, the connection between the cock and Sf. Peter was discussed. However, the cock 

ǁas also oŶe of Heƌŵes͛ sǇŵďols, ǁhiĐh dates faƌ loŶgeƌ thaŶ the adǀeŶt of XiaŶitǇ. IŶ the folloǁiŶg 
images of Hermes both the cock (on the left) and the goat can be observed: 

 

 

 

The folloǁiŶg Ƌuote is fƌoŵ Wikipedia: ͞“Ǉŵďols of Heƌŵes ǁeƌe the palŵ tƌee, tuƌtle, ƌoosteƌ, goat, 
the Ŷuŵďeƌ fouƌ, seǀeƌal kiŶds of fish, iŶĐeŶse.͟ [ϭϬ, Teŵples] 

The next image is also suggestive. In the Bible it is written that the rooster crowed twice immediately 

folloǁiŶg Peteƌ͛s thƌiĐe deŶial. The Đaƌƌiage of Heƌŵes is pulled ďǇ… tǁo ĐoĐks. 

Mark 14:30 

30) And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, that thou to-day, even this night, 

before the cock crow twice, shalt deny me thrice. 



 

 

͞The etǇŵologǇ of the ǁoƌd Peteƌ is ĐoŵŵoŶ ǁith that of Heƌŵes, ďoth oƌigiŶatiŶg fƌoŵ the ǁoƌd 
rock. Both are acting as accompany in the salvation of souls. About Hermes, Diogene Laerios 

mentioned that: 'he is the steward of souls, and for that reason is called Hermes the Escorter, 

Hermes the Keeper of the Gate, and Hermes of the Underworld, since it is he who brings in the souls 

fƌoŵ theiƌ ďodies ďoth ďǇ laŶd aŶd sea.'͟ [ϰ, p. ϲϳϰ] 

 

Also, the link between the rock, Peter, the cock and Lingam has already been discussed. Here we 

have another quote about Hermes and the connection between his name, rocks and the phallus. The 

herma discussed in the quote (see the image below) is nothing else than a Lingam (the base is a yoni, 

and the column above it is the phallusͿ: ͞IŶ AŶĐieŶt GƌeeĐe, Heƌŵes ǁas a phalliĐ god of ďouŶdaƌies. 
His name, in the form herma, was applied to a wayside marker pile of stones; each traveller added a 

stone to the pile. In the 6th century BC, Hipparchos, the son of Pisistratus, replaced the cairns that 

marked the midway point between each village deme at the central agora of Athens with a square or 

rectangular pillar of stone or bronze topped by a bust of Hermes with a beard. An erect phallus rose 

from the base. In the more primitive Mount Kyllini or Cyllenian herms, the standing stone or wooden 

pillaƌ ǁas siŵplǇ a Đaƌǀed phallus. IŶ AtheŶs, heƌŵs ǁeƌe plaĐed outside houses foƌ good luĐk.͟ [ϭϬ, 
Hermai/Herms] 



 

 

 

 

– Thomas Schweitzer 
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